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Dear Friends, 

 

So many lives have been devastated by the recent floods of historic proportions.  A number of the FUMC family have 

had minor water damage to their homes, but for a few the damage has been catastrophic.  I have been in homes where 

the water rose to four and five feet high throughout, destroying everything inside.  The raging flood waters reduced a 

lifetime of possessions and memories to trash placed beside the roadside to be picked up and thrown away.  I have 

seen the look of desperation, hopelessness, and fear in the eyes of those who have lost so much.  I have had the 

privilege to give a hug to those who apologized to me for the way they looked.  I have had the honor to ask persons 

“what can your church family do for you?”  I have been filled with extreme pride as I traveled from house to house of 

FUMC members and non-members alike to see work teams from our church family hauling out water soaked furniture, 

clothing, and all the “stuff” of life with loving care as if it were their own.  Day after day the FUMC faith community has 

been quietly at work seeking not to call attention to what they are doing, but simply doing what Jesus told us to do, 

“Love one another as I have loved you.”  Over and over I have heard people say, “I could not have made it without my 

church.”  I could go on and on about the witness to the Christian faith FUMC has made throughout Franklin and 

beyond through the actions of so many volunteers.  However, to do so would embarrass them because they were only 

loving others as they had been loved.  As one mud caked volunteer said to me, “It’s what you do when someone is in 

need.”  Such simple eloquence and such a powerful witness of faith. 
 

Even if I embarrass her, I must say a very special THANK YOU to Angela Overstreet for the amazing work she has 

done in organizing and coordinating the efforts of the FUMC volunteer teams.  She has given countless hours over 

these past few days to keeping lists of available equipment, names of volunteers, persons needing help, supplies available 

and needed.  The list seems to be endless.  I have never seen anyone work with such passion and dedication.  Angela, 

you have been incredible and have touched the lives of many in a dark and frightening time.  To them and to all of us 

YOU have been the light of Jesus Christ.  For that I sincerely thank you.  Some of us have given Angela the title, 

Director of FEMA (Director of Franklin Emergency Management)!  Well done, good and faithful servant. 
 

I also want to express my thanks to Rev. Vona Wilson for her daily updates on what is happening and ways we can 

most effectively help those in need.  We all pray that we will never experience such a tragedy as this ever again.  Yet, 

through it we can see now more than ever before what a special place and people FUMC is and how God is at work 

among us.  We can see how quickly our lives can change in ways we never imagined. We can see that material things 

are not the most important things in life.  We  can see that only our firm belief in God’s amazing grace will see us 

through the dark valleys of life.  We can see what a privilege it is to be a part of God’s incredible family in good times 

and in bad. 
 

Now comes the long road of recovery, rebuilding, and creating a new normal for our lives.  We stand together, 

committed, and unafraid.  While in this present time it may be hard to see, our faith assures us, the best is yet to 

be!!!  Thanks be to God!!! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Lynn   

Lectionary for Sunday, May 9, 2010  

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 

May 10, 2010 

First United Methodist Church  |  Franklin, Tennessee 
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FIRST KIDS 
 

REMEMBER TO 

REGISTER FOR VBS 

ONLINE or in the 

church office.  

Registration deadline is 

May 17, 2010. 
 

All Rising 5th and 6th graders are 

encouraged to sign up to participate 

in Service Squad 2010!  Service Squad 

is a VBS opportunity for rising 5th and 

6th graders to spend a week doing 

outreach projects.  Register online or 

in person today using the regular VBS 

sign-up forms in the Church office. 
 

Plan now to come to 

our exciting, intergalactic 

Vacation Bible School 

Blast-Off party on June 

19, 4:00 to 6:00 pm.  You 

will be able to do last-minute 

registrations, pick up T-shirts, 

volunteer, and work on our VBS 

banner! 
 

For more news about Children’s Ministry, check out the children’s 

page of the church’s website, www.franklinfumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

The 7th Annual Amanda Young 

Sunday School Class Golf Tournament 

starts on Monday, May 17 at 1:00 pm 

at the Old Natchez Country Club.  

Special guest speaker will be Mike 

Reinfeldt.  Contact Jack Marshall at 

364-6173 if you are interested in 

participating. 
 

Help raise money to fight retinal 

diseases and blindness.  Join us at 

the Nashville 3K VisionWalk on 

Saturday, May 15.  Registration starts 

at 9:00 am at Bicentennial Capitol 

Mall State Park.  The walk begins at 

10:00 am.  Visit our site at 

VisionWalk.org for more information.  

For transportation to the walk call 

Roger Parker at 599-1700.  

 

If you have any contact 

information on these 

members, please call or 

email Debbie Miller in the 

church office:  Robert Akin, III, Jeff and 

Lisa Allen, Tom and Vickie Bates, Sarah 

Carland, Jim Carland, Russell Chism, 

Mrs. William E. Clark, Mark and Keri 

Davis, Kim Garris, Natalie Bates, and 

Dr. Andy Graham, Jr. 

 

http://www.franklinfumc.org/
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SERVICE & GENEROSITY 

 

The Susanna Circle will meet on 

Friday, May 14 from 9:30 to 11:30 am.  

Bring your ideas for our summer 

activities with the kids!  For location 

and to RSVP, please contact Barb 

Avellino at 302-0586 or 

barbaraavellino@att.net. 
 

 

Senior Adult Ministry is 

sponsoring a “Lunch and Learn” 

on May 25 at 11:30 am in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Mr. Hugh Tharpe, 

Special Assistant to the Williamson 

County Sheriff, will present a program, 

“Safety, Scams, and Seniors.”  More 

specifically, Mr. Tharpe will explain the 

Senior Citizens Assistance Program, 

Prescription Drug Disposal Program, 

and how to protect yourself from 

scams like the “Mystery Shopper.”  

Food will be sandwiches, salads, 

dessert, and drink at a cost of $6.00.  

Transportation will be provided if 

requested.  Reservations can be made 

by calling the church office by Friday, 

May 21 or by signing up on the 

Mission Menu. 

 

 

 

 

On June 6, 2010, our 3rd Annual 

Carty Scholarship Luncheon will 

take place immediately following 10:30 

worship in Fellowship Hall.  

Reservations for the spaghetti 

luncheon will be taken throughout 

May during Fellowship time or online.  

To-go lunches will also be available.  

Cost is $10 (minimum donation) per 

person and $5 for children ages 7 and 

under.  All money will benefit Franklin 

First's graduating seniors in pursuit of 

higher education.  The Cherub 

Disciples Choir, the Heavenly 

Sonshine Choir, and the Claim His 

Name Choir will provide 

entertainment.  Mark your calendars 

and come hungry.  For more 

information, call Whitney Chambers 

@ 794-4362 or email 

randwchambers@comcast.net. 

 

WNL Menu for May 12:  Country 

Fried Steak with Gravy, Breaded 

Chicken Breast with Gravy, Assorted 

Vegetables, Pizza, Rolls, Salad Bar, 

Dessert. 

 

Mark you calendar:  Confirmation 

Sunday is May 16 at 6:30 pm in 

Sanctuary East. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:barbaraavellino@att.net
mailto:randwchambers@comcast.net
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Host Families Needed—U.S.M.D., a 

French non-profit organization, is 

looking for families in the Nashville 

area to host French teenage students 

ranging in age from 13 to 17 for three 

weeks this summer. Students will be 

here from July 11 - 31 2010. It is not 

necessary to speak French--they are 

here to improve their English! For 

more information, please contact Sally 

Tapscott at (615) 591-5145 (h) or 

(615) 308-2777 (c) or by e-mail at 

jstapscott@comcast.net. 

 
 

 

North Campus 

Community Garden:  Join 

us at the North Campus this 

summer to create a 

community garden.  Most of 

the produce will be donated to local 

charities.   No gardening experience 

necessary.  Contact Michael Jones at 

jones_michael54@bellsouth.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If  you are interested in attending 

the Oberammergau Passion Play this 

summer, Dr. Ed Crump, a former pastor 

of this congregation, is leading a group 

departing from Nashville August 24.   

Space will probably close in early 

summer.  Call Ed Crump at (615) 662-

5231 or (615) 417-7594 to register. 

 

It's time to start collecting 

children's books for the Last 

Minute Toy Store held each year at 

61st Ave UMC. Bring new or used 

books in good condition to the church 

office, outside Sanctuary East, or the 

children's hall on the 2nd floor.  We 

hope to encourage a love of reading by 

providing a book for each child who is 

served by the Toy Store, so please 

consider donating books you and 

family enjoy reading. Last year, thanks 

to you, more than 4,000 children, ages 

birth through 18 years were given a 

book. If you have any questions, call 

Nancy Armfield at 790-2905.  

 

Learn more about Franklin First United Methodist 

Church.  Join us for our next Newcomers Lunch 

and Orientation  

on May 23 from 11:45 to 1:45. 

http://us.mc1805.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jstapscott@comcast.net
mailto:jones_michael54@bellsouth.net
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FIRST FAMILY MATTERS  

as of May 10, 2010 

 

Condolences to Chip and Rhonda Sternenberg and 

family on the death of his father, Fred C. Sternenberg, 

who died April 30, 2010. 

Just Gone Home from the Hospital—Carol 

Sensing, Ellen Williams, Star Evins, Lisa Barcenilla 

Congratulations to Brandon and Lisa Barcenilla on 

the birth of twin sons, Bryson and Hudson, on May 5, 

2010. 
 
 

 

 

  

RECORD OF FAITHFULNESS for May 2, 2010 

  

Sunday School Attendance 0 

Worship Attendance  261 

Offering this Week $23,328 

Offering this Week—North Campus Building Fund $6,163 

YTD Offerings $774,886 

YTD Operating Budget $790,830 

YTD Operating Budget Spent $718,520 

Loan Balance-April 26, 2010-Activity Center $1,619,246 

Total Principal Paid YTD-Activity Center $123,607 

Loan Balance-3/26/10 -North Campus $3,815,689 

Foundation Gifts $50 

 

Questions?  Call LaVerne Sweeney, 

Business Manager, 794-2734 
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2010 CALENDAR FOR  

FRANKLIN FIRST UMC:  

Please complete an Event Form 

(available at the office or online) 2 to 

4 weeks in advance to reserve 

dates for all meetings and  

activities.  Also, if you should 

change a date, day, or time  

after completing the initial Event  

Form you must contact Pam  

with the update as all of our  

publications rely on the accurate 

information supplied to the office 

staff and recorded on the  

church calendar.  Contact Pam  

at the church office (794-2734)  

if you have any questions.  

pgarland@franklinfumc.org        

www.franklinfumc.org/pdf/EOF.pdf 

  

WEEK AT A GLANCE  

  

MONDAY,  May 10 

6:30 pm Honor Flight Volunteers Meeting, B104 

  

TUESDAY,  May 11 

6:00 am Men of Momentum, Cafe 

7:00 am Tuesday am Bible Study, B101 

9:00 am Older Adult Fitness, Sanctuary East 

10:00 am  Ladies Sewing Circle, Kitchen 

5:30 pm Primetimer’s Dinner and Program, Fellowship Hall 

7:00 pm New Stephen Minister Training, A303 

  

WEDNESDAY,  May 12 

8:00 am Weekly Prayer Walk, North Campus 

10:00 am   Prayer Shawl Group, B214 

5:00 pm Covenant Ringers, Historic Sanctuary 

5:15 pm WNL Meal 

5:30 pm Chancel Hand Bells, Historic Sanctuary 
6:15 pm Cherub Disciples Hymnal Presentation, Sanctuary  

  East 

6:15 pm Cherub Disciples Choir, B208 

6:15 pm Claim His Name Singers, B101 

6:15 pm Heavenly Sonshine Choir, A208 

6:30 pm FirstSong Choir Rehearsal, Historic Sanctuary 

6:30 pm KA-BAM, A205, A206 

6:30 pm Making Love Last a Lifetime, B210 

6:30 pm Pastor’s Bible Study, A210 

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study, B212 

6:30 pm Disciple V—Jesus in the Gospels, B202 

7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Historic Sanctuary 

  

THURSDAY,  May 13 

6:30 pm Mission/Vision Steering Team Meeting, B101 

  

FRIDAY, May 14 

9:30 am Susanna Circle, B210 

  

SATURDAY,  May 15 

7:30 am Fiddlin’ Fish 5K Run 

8:00 am    Rehearsal Worship Team, Sanctuary East 

8:00 am Prayer Walk, North Campus    

mailto:pgarland@franklinfumc.org
http://www.franklinfumc.org/pdf/EOF.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES:  It’s IMPORTANT to keep your family and contact 

information up to date with the church office.  Please contact Debbie Miller, your Membership 

Secretary, at the church office (dmiller@franklinfumc.org or 794-2734) with any changes or 

additions (i.e. name, address, e-mail, phone, births.)  Thank you!   
 

 

VIDEO SCREEN ANNOUNCEMENTS:  New PowerPoint presentations are loaded each 

Sunday morning.  If you have information for the week ahead, please let John Knorr know by 

the Friday before.  John Knorr, jknorr@franklinfumc.org 
 

 

NEWSLETTER AND/OR BULLETIN PUBLICATION REQUESTS:  The deadline 

for submitting information for the Mission Menu, Franklin First UMC bulletin insert, and 

First Things First Newsletter is Tuesday at noon.  Please submit to: 

secretary@franklinfumc.org.  Thank you!  Due to limited space on printed publications, an article 

may not be able to run more than twice—consecutively.   We will do our best to accommodate each 

request.)   

Church Staff:   

Dr. A. Lynn Hill, Senior Minister 

Rev. Vona R. Wilson, Associate Minister 

Rev. Mark Coursey, Minister of Evangelism & Program 

Rev. John Williams, Minister of Visitation 

Rev. Becky Peeler, Minister to Children 

Sarah Carty, Asst. Director of Children’s Ministry 

Jacob Fasig, Director of Youth Ministry 

Helen Lombardo, Associate Youth Director 

Mary Phillips, Organist 

Jim Kimmel, Music Director—Historic Sanctuary 

Sarah Evins, Music Director—Sanctuary East 

John Knorr, Music/Media Asst. 

Brenda Kessell, Preschool Director 

Office Staff: 

LaVerne Sweeney, Business Manager 

Pam Garland, Office Manager-Financial Secretary 

Brooke Rainey, Communications Director 

Debbie Miller, Membership Secretary 

Laura Lindquist, Church Secretary 

Carmen Greenwald, Receptionist 

Amber Wakefield, Childcare Coordinator 

Roy Reed, Facilities Supervisor 

Juanita Hill, Bert Miller, Sid Bradley, Jr., Arthur Polk, Custodians  
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